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UR Eyes are now all fix'd u 
one Objed, it would be Nonſenſe to 
talk of any thing elſe for ſome time 

in publick News, than the Siege of Thoulon 
— The Wagers run high upon it already, 
and every body talks of this, as the moſt 
Famous Undertaking of the preſent Age, 
and indeed it is no leſs. 

They ſay as Encouragement to this En- 
terprize, that never any thing of ſuch Con- 
ſequence was attempted with more promi- 
ting Grcumſtances; ſuch as the Amuſing 
the Marſhal De Jeſe, with faints on the fide 
of Suſe, and the Valley of Aouff, and keep- 
ing bim employ'd on that fide with the Gros 
of the French Troops, till the Coofederate 
Heet arriv'd on the Coaft, and all things 
were in a Diſpotition for immediate Action 
Then the nappy Arrival af that Fleet, ſo 
puuctually, ſo opportunely to affiſt in 


tranſporting the Cannon, Ammunition, and 
Materials for the Siege, and the like. 

If I may take the Account from thoſe who 
have been at 7houlon, the greateſt Difficulty 
lies in paſſing the laacceſſible Mountains on 
the Entrance into Provence, that when they 
come near to Toulon, there is a Plain be- 
fore the City, in which a Camp may very 
well lye, and a RegularSiege be begun zand 
ſince that is remov'd by the Troops coming 
by Sea, the Difficulty of taking the Town 
will not be ſo much, as perhaps may be 
* 

muſt confeſs, I make no doubt but the 
Siege will be a Work of Difficulty, and that 
the French will do, what Men can do for its 
preſeryation ; the Conſequence cf che Loſs 
being of the laſt Import to them; and 
really what Booty lyes ee to be taken, is 


encugh to amaze any Body at the Suggefti- 
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on - I will not vouch even the probability 
of what ſome aſſert, that the Magazine of 
Naval Stores, Arms, and Artillery bere, is 
the Greateft in the World ; that here are 
Stores, ſuch as Sails, Anchors, Cables, 
Maſts, and Rigging for the Fleet, enough 
for 100 Men of War; that here are 42 
of the biggeſt Ships the King of France has, 
whercof 13 are three Deck'd Ships ; that 
here are above 2co00 Barrels of Gunpow- 
der, 10000 pieces of Cannon, moſt of them 
Braſs; Arms for 30000 Men, and all forts of 
Proviſions tor Sea and Land Service to a 
prodigious quantity; this being the great 
Store- Houſe of his Fleet, and the great Ma- 
gazine both for Land and Sea Service, which 
the King of France has; being appointed fr 
the Supply of Italy, Naples, and St ain. 

Indeed theſe are Great Things, and 
which ſrem to be rather fit to talk of than 
to be believ'd ; but without queſtion, it is 
a Place of the laſt Importance to the King 
of France; and unleſs the French Court are 
leſs prudent, than in like or leſs Cafes they 
are always found to be, they will not eaſuy 
Joſe this Place of Importance, and by this I 
mean, they will not if poſſible ſuffer it to 
be beſieg d; for I muſt own, if it be but 
once belieg'd, if the Germans come once to 
dre ak Ground before it, I ſhall look upon 
it as loſt; for ſuch is the Art of War of late, 
and ſo much jmpiov'd, that no Town is 
Impracticable, no Place ſo firong, but it 
may be Raviſh'd by force out of the Hands 
of thoſe that defend it. 

I ſhall not therefore ſuppoſe, the French 
will leave any thing unattempted for its De- 
fence, and for defending the Paſſes in the 
Mountains, bef:re they come to it er be 
Shore, from a Deſcent ;; and therefore if you 
do not hear of the 7mper izlifts ſo ſoon get- 
ting before it, as in other Caſes, you muſt 
not thiak hard ; fince I ami petſwaded, that 
to be before the Town, and to take the 
Town are in this Sznce much the ſame thing 3 
I iay only in my Opinion; I know there are 
various Circumſtances which may fender an 
Undertaking Ahortive ; but 1 do not take 
the Town of 7Tboulon to be equally ſtrong 
with the other Cities of the World of like 
Importance, I mean by Land—-By Sea it has 
all che Advantages 0: Sicuation, which a Port 


of the laſt Conſequence can deſire, and to. 
gether with that has all the additional helps 
of Fortifications, Batteries, Oc. which Art 
can contrive, or Nature affiſt in ; and there- 
fore the Attempt does not ſcem ſa probable 
to be made by Sea. 

But by Land it has been out of all man- 
ner of apprehenlion of ſuch a Storm as now 
threatens it, and no Man in th- World 
could have imagin'd it Praftica!!-, and 
{ terefore tho' the Works to the Turn are 
very regular, exe g. and fermidable enduꝑb, 
yet neither has $i-ua*ion, nor the he'p ©.t 
Art given it prop 1 0; AAVvautages, aud 
therefore you find ti. 2: {ence on that fide, 
will not be like that of ere, or Lariau, 
or Nam ure, agd I am miſtakem if it holds 
out above 25 to 30 Davs 0! ap<g Trenche:. 

I kaow there are ſtill other Works to be 
taken, before the kieet, Stores, and Maga- 
zides can fall into our Hands; and the Fort 
Royal, behind which now the Ships are laid 
up, is,a regular and beautiful Wark, and 
requites another Siege to reduve it But 
Rill it muſt fall into its Enemies Hands, if 
Relief by Sea be not procur'd, which ſeems 
ImpraQticable. 

I am therefore not at all doubting, unuſu- 
al and ynetpettre Accidents, which no body 
at this [Diſtance can Account for, excepted, 
but that if the Imperial Army ſets down be- 
fore Thoulon, they will carry it, take the 


Town, the Forts, the Fleet, the Magazines, 


and all the vaſt Stores laid up there, by ſo 


great and ſo pleatiful a Provider as the 
King of France. 


It any Man asks me what the 


| : taken 
there may be like, or how to deſcribe it, let 


him but look a Home, aud ſuppoſe a French 
Army Landed in the Iſle of Sbepey in Kent, 
and Beliegiag Sheerneſs Fort, and a Squadron 
blocking up the Moutb of the River Med- 
way; and oa Taking this, ſuppoſe all the 
Etcetera of the Navy, which in 4 Winter, 
when the Fleet is laid up are tv be found at 
Chatham Yards,where will he found the Gun- 
Yard, the Rope-Walks, the vaſt Store Hou- 
ſes for the Ships, the zines, the Ships 
alſo in the River, and all the Materials for 
Building, Cc. then imagine the Tower of 
London, and all the Ficetera's of the Ord- 
nance-Office to be there with it; and all 

| this 


this to fall into the Enemies Hand then mul - 
tiply this in rezſonsble manner, and 
reckon what's there to he, the Ships ooly 
excepted, abeuf three times as much, an 
you may perhaps have ſome probable gueſs 
at what is a doing there. 

Upea theſe Confidera tions, it need no 
more be a wonder, that the Eyes of all Eu- 
rope are upon this one Ad ioo, that even the 
Duke of ale ui, and all the reft of the 
Confedeiate ! ce, iu the World, are as it 
were conta nt fand fi0, aud be SpeRa- 
tors of th- War, to ſee phe Iſſues of ſo Great 
an Under taking. 

No sonde: Si is not immediately re- 
liev'd, the Empire on the Nm ſupply d; 
and vcher Meaſures taken, of which we have 
been ſo largely debating 5 this one Action 
will certainly if ic ſucceeds, be fo mortal a 
Stab to the Vitals ofthe French Empire, that 
if it be ſtruck home it mult expire, the 
French muſt give up the Cauſe, they muſt 
hold out the Charte Blanche, and conſent to 
ſuch Terms of Peace, as the Confederazes 
pleaſe to beſtow upon them. 

Nor will all the Succeſſes in Spain, or dn 
the Mine, be able to Counter Ballance theſe 
things; but as laſt Year the taking of Hegue- 
vau was drowned in the Battle of Ramebiics, 
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the Heſſian: in the Fight of 
Twi; fo the Batt]: of Alu, and the 


add the beating 


Ravaging the Palla inate, will be luſt in the 
Taking of ThouJon z they will be no wore 
deard of, they will be ſmall things, buch in 
the noiſe they will make ia the World, aod 
even in the Aſſiſtance they will be co the 
Affairs of the French. 

The Attempt therefore, is an Ad ion fit 
for ſuch a Genetal as Prince EUGEMNE ; t 
a Delign big with Wonders, and no Man can 
foretel what the Iſſue of ſuch an Underta- 
king be; for my part, I cate not to 
611 the Heads of the People with Great Ex- 
E the Genius of France atls very 

„and ber Struggles under the preſſures 
of the three laſt Years War, have convinc'd 
the World, that what Is ImpraQicable to 
other Nations is feazible to her But many 
Wounds will kill a Caſa, and repeated 
Stabs muſt at laſt waſt ber Spirits; ſhe 
peter ſink — ha, —— me 
it does nat appear can ipryive 
ſuch a Loſs as this, . — ſome other e- 
qual Fa d at elſewhere ; and 
in my next, 1 ſhall carefully examine what, 
and where this wonderfut equivalent can 
be, or at leaſt !s probable to be found, if 
any ſuch thing is to be thought of. 


— — 


M1$SCELLANEA. 


* have a very good Story in the Poſt 
Boy, of July 1+. in which they tell 
us, what a ſurpriſe the King of France was 
iv, when they had acquainted him with the 
March of Prince Eugene of Savey, and the 
Deſign of Befieging 7hoxlon ; that io a great 
Paſſion the King ſhould return Thoulon ! 
Thoulon ! What's the Reaſon Chamillart bas 
told me nothing 0 it ?— I ſhall ſay nothiog 
here to the certainty or the improbabiljty 
of the Story—For it is not at all the more 
or leſs uſeful, whether it be true or no. 


But it cannot be amiſs to Note the un- 
happy State of Great Princes, whoſe Sub- 
jes, for fear either of their Reſentment at 
the management, or of their meer way- 
ry Tempers, dare not acquaiat 


ward and 


them of the true State of their Afﬀairs, till 
ſome Extremity befalls them that the Fat - 
diſcovers it ſelf, and then no wonder the 
are under ſurprize enough, and their Pal- 
lions are more violeatly mov'd. 

It Monſicur Chemillers has conceal'd from 
bis Maſter, a Thing ſo Material as this, till 
ſuch a Criſis, wherein it will be too late to 
remedy it z His moſt Chriſt ian Majeſty muſt 
be much fallen of from the Fury of bis 
Temper, and that Fire in his Nature that 
v3'd to diftinguiſh him ſo much, muſt be 
ſtrangely extinguiſa d, If he does not make 
it Fatal to that Miniſter. . 

Monſieur Chamillut made one falſe ftep 
lat Lear, which they ſay he conceal'd from 
the King, till he had made all a" 


